


Published by It Is Written
PO Box 6, Chattanooga, TN 37401

Copyright 2019 by It Is Written. All Rights Reserved.

Copy Editing by Judy Kunkel 
Cover by Jennifer Sarria

Additional copies of this book and a 
host of other spiritual resources are available 
from It Is Written. For more information call

toll-free 888-664-5573 or visit
itiswritten.shop

Unless otherwise noted, all Bible texts are from the
Authorized King James version or from the 

New King James Version, copyright 1979, 1980, 1982
by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission.

Printed in the United States of America

ISBN 978-1-63569-133-7



In many ways, it is like it never even happened. 
Ask around. It is almost certain that the person 
you ask has never heard of it.

In 1921, people who in most cases would have 
been considered decent, law-abiding, upstanding 
citizens took part in a massacre. More than likely, 
you have never heard of it either.

As many as three hundred people were 
murdered. Maybe more. Many, many others 
were injured. Property destruction of a mas-
sive scale. Houses, businesses, hotels, theaters, 
personal possessions and more were completely 
destroyed. And to rub salt into the wounds of 
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those who had been so spectacularly mistreated, 
insurance companies refused to pay the victims 
of this unfathomable horror.

The proper authorities weren’t alerted until 
well after they could have made a difference. In 
fact, it seems there was a concerted effort to pre-
vent help from arriving to assist the victims. Ten 
thousand people were left homeless. Forty or so 
city blocks were burned to the ground. 

So where did this happen? In the killing fields 
of Cambodia? War-torn Yugoslavia? The Soviet 
Union? No. It happened in the United States of 
America. It was the largest civil disturbance in 
American history. The fact that so little is known 
about it is part of the tragedy of it all. It remains 
one of the worst incidents of racial violence in this 
country’s history. And given American history, 
that is really saying something.

In 1921, Greenwood, Oklahoma, a suburb of 
Tulsa, was a prosperous community. It was the 
wealthiest black community in America and was 
known as the Black Wall Street. But on Memorial 
Day weekend of that year, Greenwood’s prosper-
ity came to an awful, abrupt, and very final end.
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Although slavery had ended in the United 
States more than half a century before in 1865, 
there was still enormous economic disparity be-
tween white and black Americans. Blacks were 
subjected to Jim Crow laws, and Tulsa—at the 
time, the oil capital of the world—was, like many 
parts of the United States, a hotbed of biting, 
bitter racism.

The town of Greenwood was populated ex-
clusively by African Americans, many of whom 
were prosperous and ran successful businesses. 
Greenwood had its own hospital, many doctors 
including a nationally renowned surgeon, a li-
brary, a school, two theaters, two hotels, and a 
wide range of other businesses and services. There 
was real prosperity in Greenwood.

At that same time, lynchings were a common 
occurrence in the United States. Between 1882 
and 1968, there were almost 5,000 known lynch-
ings spread across more than 40 states, an average 
of more than one lynching per week for 86 years. 
Experts agree there were undoubtedly more, may-
be thousands more. Almost three-quarters of the 
people lynched were black. 
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It’s important to consider what lynching 
represented from a societal perspective. Lynch-
ing was murder carried out by a mob, often with 
the cooperation of law enforcement. While 
there were many people who were repulsed by 
lynchings, huge crowds would often gather to 
watch. Although in ages past it was not unusu-
al for crowds to gather to watch an execution, 
those who gathered to watch a lynching were 
witnesses to murder, to mob justice. And these 
crowds at times numbered in the thousands. 
Photographs of lynchings were often turned 
into postcards. In addition to being hanged, 
lynching victims were often beaten, burned 
and disfigured. The fingers of victims were 
sometimes kept as souvenirs.

In Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1920, white Tulsans 
lynched a young white man named Roy Belton for 
murdering a taxi driver. At the scene of Belton’s 
lynching, police kept order and directed traffic. 
Blacks in Greenwood reasoned—correctly—that 
the lynching of Roy Belton did not bode well for 
the black community. Greenwood residents de-
duced that if whites were willing to lynch a white, 
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there was no doubt they would lynch blacks. It 
wasn’t long before their fears were realized.

On Monday, May 30, 1921, a 19-year-old 
black shoeshine named Dick Rowland entered 
an elevator in the Drexel Building at 319 South 
Main Street in Tulsa. Rowland went to the Drexel 
Building to use a bathroom, as he wasn’t permit-
ted to use public bathrooms owing to his race. 
Rowland entered the building’s elevator to go to 
the “colored” bathroom on the top floor.

Exactly what happened in the elevator is not 
known. The elevator evidently lurched, and it is 
thought that either the elevator operator, a young 
woman named Sarah Page, tripped and fell for-
ward, or that Rowland fell and reached out and 
grabbed Sarah Page’s arm. Whatever the partic-
ulars, Sarah Page, who was 17 and white, let out 
a shout of surprise. That shout would be a young 
man’s death sentence.

When Sarah Page exclaimed, Dick Rowland 
literally ran for his life, hoping no one would see 
him. He knew that Sarah Page’s scream would 
be interpreted in the most negative way possible, 
which is precisely what happened. People nearby 
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heard a white girl scream, and when they looked 
they saw a young black man running. Two and 
two did not equal four, but that didn’t matter in 
Tulsa in 1921. It wasn’t long before Rowland was 
arrested and locked up in the Tulsa courthouse. A 
short time later, a crowd gathered wanting justice. 
They intended to lynch Dick Rowland. 

It did not matter that Sarah Page repeatedly 
said Rowland did not harm her. She was not hurt 
and her clothes were not ruffled, but the police 
claimed the incident was an attempted rape. Miss 
Page refused to sign a statement to that effect, but 
there was no way the facts were going to get in the 
way of an opportunity to put a young black man 
in his place. His place being, in the eyes of many 
white Tulsans, the end of a rope.

A number of overtly racist editorials published in 
the white-owned Tulsa Tribune fanned the flames of 
hate. The Tribune ran a headline that said, “A Negro 
Assaults a White Girl.” After Rowland’s arrest, the 
Tribune’s front page screeched, “To Lynch Negro 
Tonight.” That edition of the paper sold out.

But a number of Greenwood men were not 
about to let justice be subverted. They knew the 
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young shoeshine boy hadn’t done anything wrong, 
and they were going to make sure no one took his 
life. The Greenwood men, many of them World 
War I veterans, were determined not to permit a 
mob to murder yet another innocent black man 
for a crime he did not commit. 

The group, armed with weapons, went to the 
courthouse to confront the white mob of more 
than 2,000 people. In the tension that ensued, a 
shot was fired. And it was all on. 

What followed was mayhem. Many white 
Tulsans who did not have guns stole guns and 
ammunition from gun shops or hardware stores 
and headed for Greenwood. Greenwood, a symbol 
of black progress, was completely burned to the 
ground. Twenty-three black churches, a hospital, 
a funeral home, a school, a theater, doctors’ and 
lawyers’ offices, hotels, grocery stores, restaurants, 
and hundreds of homes—more than a thousand 
structures—were all completely destroyed. Homes 
were looted, and anything that could be taken 
was taken. It is said that many of the victims who 
remained in the area later saw their possessions 
in white homes and businesses. 
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If that was all that happened in Greenwood 
that night, it would have been bad enough. But 
in addition to the property damage, 300 African 
Americans were killed—murdered—for no other 
reason than the color of their skin. Not a single 
other factor was involved. If you were black that 
night in Greenwood, you were a target. And there 
was no shortage of people willing to take aim.

All of this raises a certain question. What 
makes it possible for someone to commit a crime 
like that? What does it take to be a member of a 
community and turn and murder people who live 
just blocks away from you? People with whom you 
have interacted, who shined your shoes or sold you 
something or passed you in the street?

Of course, there were many factors that con-
tributed to people joining in the mob attack. The 
race-baiting newspaper, the Tulsa Tribune; the 
racism that was endemic in society at the time; 
jealousy of the wealth of black Tulsans; the Ku 
Klux Klan. But none of that can possibly serve 
as an excuse for what was an absolute atrocity.

For comparison, consider another case. In 
1921, the same year as the Greenwood massacre, 
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two Italian-American immigrants were convicted 
of robbery and murder in Braintree, Massachu-
setts, and were sentenced to death.

There was an uproar. People protested that 
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were inno-
cent. Workers went on strike. Writers and artists 
pleaded with the courts to reconsider. Academics 
weighed in. Even Albert Einstein signed a petition 
calling for the men’s release. After their execution 
in 1927, 200,000 people came out to watch the 
funeral procession. This was a big, big deal because 
there were those who believed, rightly or wrongly, 
that a miscarriage of justice had occurred.

But 1,400 miles away at right around the same 
time, 300 people were murdered in cold blood and 
the silence was deafening. There was so little said 
about the Greenwood Massacre that children born 
in Tulsa in the years following the massacre did not 
learn of it for decades. It wasn’t until 1995—more 
than 70 years after the devastating crime—that 
the Oklahoma Legislature created the Tulsa Race 
Riot Commission. Only then would Americans 
learn about what actually happened in their own 
backyard more than seven decades before.
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So what does it take for a person to go “there”? 
Racism? That might seem like a good answer until 
you remember that not every racist shoots some-
one and burns down their home. Is it mob men-
tality that drives a person to commit such an act? 
That can’t be an adequate answer because, in spite 
of being egged on by others, people undoubtedly 
know better than to stoop so low. Some whites 
sheltered and protected African Americans from 
the mob. Everyone in Greenwood in 1921 knew 
the difference between right and wrong.

Perhaps the real answer to the question is 
somewhat more disturbing. The Bible speaks to 
the central issue in Jeremiah 17:9, where God 
says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked; who can know it?” Jesus said 
in Matthew 15:19, “For out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” And Paul 
wrote to the Galatian church and said, “Now the 
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; 
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula-
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, 
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murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like” 
(Galatians 5:19-21).

Human beings are capable of unimaginably 
bad behavior. Most people would suggest that 
if they were in Greenwood at the time of the 
massacre, they would not have acted as did the 
murderous mob. But the human heart is a fasci-
nating thing. It is not only bad people who do bad 
things. The people who yelled, “Crucify Him!” the 
night before Jesus’ death were not all, by society’s 
measure, bad people.

During a 100-day period in 1994, somewhere 
between half a million and a million Rwandans 
were killed in the Rwandan Genocide. Yet it was 
not only hardened criminals who carried out 
the atrocity. Everyday people were among the 
killers. In some cases, church members killed 
fellow church members. Horrific crimes were 
perpetrated by people no one suspected were 
capable of doing such things.

Adolf Hitler started his military career at the 
age of 25, as a message boy during the First World 
War. He was decorated twice for bravery. Prior to 
the war, he had applied to attend a prestigious art 
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institute in Vienna, Austria. If Vienna’s Academy 
of Fine Arts had admitted Hitler, he may have 
become an artist and not the most reviled figure 
of the twentieth century. And if Hitler’s life had 
followed another path, the world today would 
almost certainly be a very different place. As hard 
as it might be to imagine, Hitler was not born a 
monster. He was simply a human being, born with 
the capacity to choose evil. Tragically, he did so.

Two days before Valentine’s Day in 1993, a 
young mother was shopping with her two-year-
old son at a mall on the outskirts of Liverpool in 
England. During a brief moment while she was 
not watching her son, two ten-year-old boys lured 
him away and brutally ended the young boy’s life. 
Ten-year-old killers! How is that even possible?

There exists inside every person the possibility 
for great evil. And an enemy—the devil—is work-
ing constantly to lead people to the place where 
in a moment, or as the result of the cumulative 
effect of varying factors, that person snaps and 
does something regrettable.

We live in a world that for thousands of years 
has been under intense spiritual attack. When 
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God created the world it was perfect. There was no 
sin, no sickness, and no death. But for reasons that 
are likely too difficult to fully comprehend, the 
highest-ranking angel in heaven rebelled against 
the government of God. After being evicted from 
heaven, Satan began his campaign to wrest control 
of the world from God.

So why would sin originate in heaven, a place 
of perfection? While sin cannot in any way be ex-
cused, the Bible does provide an explanation for its 
origin. Speaking of Lucifer, the angel who became 
Satan (the “adversary”), the prophet Isaiah wrote, 
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son 
of the morning! How you are cut down to the 
ground, you who weakened the nations! For you 
have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I 
will also sit on the mount of the congregation on 
the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most 
High” (Isaiah 14:12-14).

John states in the book of Revelation that 
Satan “was cast out” of heaven after leading one-
third of the heavenly angels in rebellion against 
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God (Revelation 12:9, 4). And when he came 
to the earth he began a campaign of death and 
devastation. Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 59:2 that sin 
separates people from God. It was Satan’s aim to 
cause separation between God and His children, 
causing unspeakable destruction and bringing 
immense pain to the heart of God. 

Satan was enormously successful in carrying 
out his aims. Shortly after creation, Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God by eating from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. They had been 
instructed by God not to do so, but having been 
“beguiled” by Satan (2 Corinthians 11:3) they did 
precisely what God had commanded them not to 
do. Adam and Eve then fled from the presence of 
God (see Genesis 3:8).

Following the fall of the first family in the 
Garden of Eden, humanity continued to sink 
deeper into depravity. Although his parents had 
been hand-crafted by God, Cain murdered his 
brother, Abel. When confronted by God, Cain 
lied, telling God he did not know what had be-
come of his brother. The fact that God placed 
a mark on Cain in order to guard against Cain 
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himself being killed (see Genesis 4:15) indicates 
society had degenerated alarmingly in a very short 
period of time.

Just four verses later, the first case of adultery 
is recorded in the Bible, committed by Lamech 
who “took unto him two wives” (Genesis 4:19). 
Lamech was not only an adulterer but also a 
murderer (Genesis 4:23.) And it was in only the 
sixth chapter of the Bible that the wickedness 
God witnessed in the world was so intense that 
He destroyed the world with a flood. “The wicked-
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually” (Genesis 6:5).

Human nature has been corrupted by sin. 
History proves that, left to itself, human nature is 
only capable of dark deeds. Left to its own devices, 
the “deceitful” and “desperately wicked” human 
heart will inevitably choose to express itself in sin 
and wickedness. 

Even “good” people can fall into sin. King 
David had been chosen by God to be the leader 
of His people. Under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, Paul quoted God as calling David “a man 
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after My own heart, who will do all My will” (Acts 
13:22). Yet, having been blessed and prospered by 
God and having been granted victories by God 
over foreign armies, David still made calamitously 
bad decisions.

One evening in the city of Jerusalem, King 
David rose from his bed and walked on the roof 
of his house. There is nothing in Scripture that 
indicates David was looking for trouble when he 
ventured out into the night, but trouble is cer-
tainly what he created. 2 Samuel 11:2 says that 
“from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the 
woman was very beautiful to behold.” Up to this 
point, David had not evidently done any wrong. 
Noticing a woman bathing is not a sin. If David 
had averted his gaze, retreated to the security of 
his home, and left the woman in question to the 
privacy she believed she was enjoying, no harm 
would have been done.

But David’s fallen human nature wouldn’t per-
mit him to do that. Inquiring as to the woman’s 
identity, “someone said, ‘Is this not Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?’” 
(2 Samuel 11:3).
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Six words should have kept David from calam-
ity. “The wife of Uriah the Hittite.” Having been 
informed Bathsheba was married, David knew 
that to take her would have been a crime, a sin, 
and an egregious breach of faith against one of his 
most loyal soldiers. But the Bible says in verse 4 
that “David sent messengers, and took her.” Lust 
gave way to adultery, betrayal, deceit, and before 
long, murder. David had been chosen by God to 
lead His people. And yet David’s actions were not 
those of God’s anointed.

Solomon’s descent into sin was marked by 
spectacular excess. James and John went so far 
as to ask Jesus if they should call fire down from 
heaven to incinerate people with whom they dis-
agreed. And although he was a very religious man 
before meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus, 
Saul viciously persecuted the church.

While the crimes of King David and Solomon 
and Hitler and Stalin and so many others are 
reprehensible, the blame belongs not only to the 
chief perpetrators. In many cases, those respon-
sible for wicked or despotic or tyrannical actions 
were enabled by those around them. Someone 
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brought Bathsheba to King David. German pas-
tor and theologian Dietrich Bonhöeffer believed 
the Lutheran church was complicit in Hitler’s 
atrocities because when it could have—should 
have—stood in protest against Hitler’s madness, 
it instead remained silent. And Hitler could never 
have perpetrated such astonishing atrocities un-
less he had an inner circle made up of people who 
either agreed with his murderous philosophies or 
who possessed so little moral backbone they were 
prepared to remain silent while the unthinkable 
happened in their presence.

While it is easy to point the finger at notorious 
criminals or events, the ghastly Harvey Weinstein 
affair demonstrated that there are often many 
people complicit in the wickedness of others. 
Weinstein, an enormously powerful and influ-
ential movie producer, was accused by dozens of 
women of morally inappropriate actions, includ-
ing rape and sexual abuse. Yet the Hollywood 
“casting couch” has been a well-known feature 
of the movie industry for decades. For almost as 
long as movies have been made, powerful men 
have taken advantage of ambitious young women. 
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And in spite of this abuse being well-known, what 
did society do for decades? Nothing at all. Many 
people who could have acted to stop such actions 
looked the other way, knowing that women who 
wanted to advance their career were being victim-
ized. While it is natural to wonder what possesses 
a man to do what Harvey Weinstein allegedly did, 
it is important to ask how respected people could 
enable such violations to take place.

Society failed to act. Irish author and poli-
tician Edmund Burke is quoted as saying, “The 
only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for 
good men to do nothing.” Far too often, society 
does nothing. Knowing the damage being caused 
by illegal drugs, human trafficking, the alcohol 
industry, and so much more, society often does 
little more than turn a blind eye, pretending to the 
world that all is well. All was not well when Hit-
ler was rounding up Jews. All was not well when 
Josef Stalin was ridding the world of “enemies of 
the working class.” All was not well when young 
women were allegedly being ushered into Harvey 
Weinstein’s bedroom by his assistants with the 
knowledge of influential people in Hollywood. 
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And while the human heart would now reflect 
upon the Weinstein affair, for example, with dis-
gust, many human hearts made the cold decision 
for years to not reflect at all.

While society grapples with rampant sin and 
wickedness, the causes of its trouble often remain 
ignored. The mainstreaming of pornography has 
become a major problem in society in recent years. 
Pornographic websites are among the most com-
monly visited in the world. In addition to being 
sinful and doing enormous spiritual damage, study 
after study shows that pornography is a leading 
cause of divorce and family breakup. Pornography 
ruins lives and families. Yet society simply does not 
react in any meaningful way against porn. Instead, 
those who participate in the making of pornog-
raphy frequently become celebrities. In the spirit 
of the those who stood by while Greenwood was 
burning, people stand by today.

Alcohol continues to ruin lives. Violence, 
sexual assault and rape, broken homes and road 
accident deaths and injuries continue to mount 
at an astounding rate. But instead of addressing 
the problem—alcohol—people are encouraged to 
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“drink responsibly.” In other words, to reduce the 
problems caused by alcohol, people are encouraged 
to “drink!”

Society is plagued by drugs, alcohol, incivility, 
racism, a media that promotes anti-family values 
and so much more. So what is the solution?

It is naive to suggest society would ever put 
smoking or alcohol or pornography or media or 
violence in its proper place. And from a spiritual 
point of view, while it would not be fruitless to take 
the fight against evil to television and the internet, 
for example, to do so would not be addressing the 
largest issues involved. Jesus came to this world not 
to treat symptoms, but to provide a cure.

One of the challenges society faces is society 
itself. Social conditioning plays an enormous role 
in the propagation of evil. Jesus knew that, and 
throughout His entire ministry He was confronted 
by people who acted as they acted because they were 
molded by society and failed to break out of that 
mold. The 1921 massacre in Greenwood, Oklaho-
ma, could to a large degree be held up as an example. 

Slavery flourished in the United States and 
around the world in large measure because too 
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few people stood in opposition against it. As un-
just as it obviously was, many people lived with 
slavery as though it was a normal part of life. In 
Brazil, slavery persisted for almost a quarter of a 
century after it was abolished in the United States. 
It wasn’t until 1981 that slavery was abolished in 
Mauritania, West Africa. Slavery did not become a 
crime in Mauritania until 2007. Cultural practic-
es often lead a person to see things differently than 
they otherwise might. As a former Mauritanian 
slave owner said, “This was actually quite innocent 
because, for us, slavery was really a natural state. 
One must really have in mind that when one is 
born into a certain environment, it is considered 
the right one—just and fair.”

So what can a person or a society do about the 
problem of evil when conditioning and societal 
factors instill belief systems in people that are 
spiritually and socially destructive?

A wealthy, influential member of society met 
one night with a spiritual teacher. Impressed not 
only by the teacher’s gracious mien but also by the 
good he had done for his community, the older 
gentleman courteously complimented his younger 
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companion. The teacher surprised Nicodemus 
when He replied, saying, “You must be born 
again” (John 3:7).

The Bible tells us that every person alive is a 
sinner. “For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God,” Paul wrote in Romans 3:23. “There 
is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). It 
is not wrong to work against damaging elements 
in society, but the problem faced by the world is 
a spiritual problem. Murder and deception and 
adultery in all of its forms exist because Adam 
and Eve chose to go their own way in opposition 
to God. Their children were born with a natural 
bent towards selfishness and an inclination away 
from what is right and pure. And their children’s 
children’s children’s children’s children’s chil-
dren’s… children —us—have the same problem. 
A life lived independently of the saving, trans-
forming power of God is a life that is doomed to 
dysfunction and ultimate spiritual failure.

Why is it that the divorce rate is so alarmingly 
high? Simply put, God is not being permitted 
to work in homes and marriages and lives as 
He wishes.
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Why are people drinking alcohol, getting 
drunk, and killing innocent people? Because they 
are not surrendered to the will of the God who 
can keep them from a path of destruction.

Why do racism and hatred exist? For the 
simple reason that the heart of a racist is not 
fully surrendered to the heart of God. The Bible 
reminds us that God made the people of this 
Earth “of one blood” (Acts 17:26). Every person 
alive is a descendant of the same original grand-
parents. To hate your fellow human being because 
they are white, black, Jewish, Asian, Hispanic or 
anything else is simply to hate your own family. 
As helpful as activism might (or might not) be, 
as well-intentioned as is the passing of laws, the 
only solution for racial hatred—the only thing 
that could have prevented the destruction of 
the Black Wall Street—is the conversion of the 
human heart.

But doesn’t the fact that many of the white 
Tulsans who perpetrated the horror of the Green-
wood attacks were church-goers suggest that 
church is not enough to stop a person from doing 
awful things? As biblical and appropriate as the 
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institution of church is, church never saved any-
one or changed anyone’s heart. Many slave owners 
were devoutly religious. Hitler’s machinery was 
supported, or unopposed, by the church of his day.

The Catholic church of the middle ages per-
petrated crimes so large that the destruction of 
the Black Wall Street looks small by comparison. 
The church of Rome was responsible for the un-
just deaths of millions of innocent people. Rome 
killed John Huss and William Tyndale and John 
Wycliffe and Latimer and Ridley and Cranmer 
and so many more, and did everything it could 
to end the life of Martin Luther, all the while us-
ing religion as a pretext for its crimes. And there 
were times the Protestant Church of England 
persecuted others.

It is not church or religion that changes the 
human heart, but Christ. And a life without 
Christ is a life that is destined to trend in the 
wrong direction. Only the power of God can 
keep a person from descending into sin or crime. 
The people who committed the Greenwood 
massacre prepared themselves for their actions by 
their hatred and racism. They were conditioned 
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by the cultural sentiments of the day. They were 
absolutely responsible for their own actions. 
And ultimately they were powerless against the 
overwhelming force of their own corrupt hearts.

While working at a gas station as a teenager, I 
noticed a car speed onto the gas station forecourt. 
Another car raced up behind it and screeched 
to a halt. An enormous man emerged from the 
second car, and approached the first car shouting 
angrily. This was road rage in the days before road 
rage was a thing.

“You were driving like a maniac!” the large 
man roared. “You could have killed my wife and 
child! We have our baby in the car!” If it was a 
mistake for the driver of the first car to drive as he 
had, it may have been an even bigger mistake for 
him to roll down his window. The moment he did 
so… WHACK! The second man punched him in 
the side of the head. The wife of the stricken man 
screamed, her husband reeling from the blow to 
his head, while the driver of the second car—still 
shouting—returned to his vehicle.

Certain things suggested to the angry man that 
he should assault the driver of the first car. Anger, 
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for one. Perhaps his upbringing, where violence may 
have been seen as an appropriate measure in such 
situations. It is possible he had been conditioned 
by what he had seen in the media, and no doubt he 
wanted to protect his family from danger. But what 
enabled the man to do what he did was the fact that 
in the moment of fury he was not surrendered to 
God. Goaded by his carnal heart to commit an act 
of violence, tempted to do so, he was not restrained 
by the Holy Spirit because he was not surrendered 
to the will of God.

The night before Jesus died, Peter was deter-
mined to be true to his Lord. But in his moment of 
temptation, he forgot all about the promise he had 
made to Jesus and instead retreated to a familiar 
place of denial and self-preservation. Similarly, 
every man or woman entangled in immorality has 
refused to respond to the Holy Spirit’s invitation 
to surrender to the will of God. The selfish human 
heart craves expression. And a person whose will 
is not yielded to God is no match for the over-
whelming power of sin and temptation.

Paul wrote in Romans 6:16, “Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 



Evil: The Challenge of the Sinful Heart28

his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin 
unto death or of obedience unto righteousness?” 
Earlier in the same chapter, Paul urged the Ro-
man believers to consider themselves to be dead 
to sin but alive to God, and to refuse to allow sin 
to reign in their lives (Romans 6:11,12).

James appealed to his readers. “Submit your-
selves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you” (James 4:7). Then he wrote, 
“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you” (James 4:8).

A corrupt human heart must be kept by the 
power of God or it is doomed to fall into sin. Satan 
cares little as to which sin he lures a person into. 
He knows that sin separates people from God. 
He knows that lives in which God is neglected 
are lives that cannot make wise choices and resist 
sin when temptation comes.

God is calling believers to a radical experience 
where the heart and mind are completely surren-
dered to the will of God. Paul describes what God 
can do in the life of any person who yields to the 
divine. “Casting down arguments and every high 
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of 
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God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). While 
that might sound like an impossibility to a sinful 
human being, it certainly is not an impossibility 
in the mind of God. It was God who asked in 
Jeremiah 32:27, “Behold, I am the Lord, the God 
of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?”

Joseph resisted temptation, asking the wife of 
Potiphar, “How then can I do this great wicked-
ness, and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9). Daniel 
served God faithfully in the midst of darkness 
and sin. Enoch was so close to God he was taken 
by God from Earth to heaven (Genesis 5:24), and 
Jesus Himself refused to be drawn into sin even 
though He was relentlessly provoked.

The only safeguard against sin is the pres-
ence of Jesus in the life. The human heart that 
is surrendered to Jesus, the life that is filled with 
the Holy Spirit will not be swept into sin when 
temptation strikes. Therefore, it is imperative that 
God’s children connect with Him daily in prayer, 
and that each mind is filled repeatedly with the 
power of His Word.
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In 2018, the Wall Street Journal reported on 
a disturbing trend in Brazil. With only one in ten 
murders being solved by police, many Brazilians 
have lost faith in the ability of the legal system 
to bring criminals to justice. Calling lynching 
“Latin America’s dark secret,” the Wall Street 
Journal said that “mobs routinely kill suspected 
lawbreakers in spontaneous attacks.” One sociol-
ogist estimates that in the past sixty years, more 
than 1.5 million Brazilians have taken part in 
lynchings. When a young woman had her cell 
phone stolen, a “group of twenty mostly high-
school students” callously and brutally murdered 
a 16-year-old boy while 100 others looked on. He 
was innocent. With tears rolling down his cheeks 
the boy’s father said, “Not even an animal would 
do something like that to its own species.”

So if not an animal, who does this sort of 
thing? The shocking answer is ordinary, everyday 
people. People who, when they get to breaking 
point, fail to turn to God for help. People who 
fail to surrender to the God of heaven.

But the life that is strengthened by the sanc-
tifying presence of Jesus is a life that will lean on 
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Him when temptation rears its ugly head. When 
someone is cut off in traffic or offended by a crude 
remark or angered by an apparent injustice, God 
calls that person to surrender to Him. The heart 
can be desperately cruel when God’s fear and love 
have been removed.

Evil is the problem that challenges every 
person alive. And while the battle is too strong 
for anyone to fight successfully in his or her own 
strength, it is not too hard for God. No school 
shooting or terrorist attack or atrocity such as the 
destruction of the Black Wall Street was ever per-
petrated by a person whose life was surrendered to 
God and kept by the power of His Spirit. 

Although the struggle can be difficult and the 
challenges of life are all too real, the Bible reminds 
us in 1 John 4:4 of a powerful, transformational 
truth: “Greater is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world.”

Let God live His life in you. Turn to Him in 
the moment of temptation, and you will experi-
ence His transforming power in your life. 
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